














Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


Ce Please Order From: — 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 


We Publish for Children: 














Good News for God’s Children 15¢ 
S P E C I A L The Our Father for Little Ones 15¢ 


Offering on Sunday Missals I Receive the Holy Ghost 
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Ribbon Place-markers oie 
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ii OS TREE TI Mass Prayers for Little Ones.... 07¢ 


Add 6 cents for postage. Th R Gif 
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All the above booklets may be purchased at a 
special price of 60 cents. 
Any of the above items will be shipped postpaid. 
S Please Order From: 
Catechetical Guild 
380 Robert Street St. Paul, Minn. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 


Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
_ at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897.. Ac- 


ee te ee cee ee oe ea Seen ee ee 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, Authorized July 17, 1918. 





















Better During October 


than to secure subscriptions to 

Tabernacle and Purgatory 
as your “Rosary of Precious Pearls” to honor Mary? 
Do so and obtain one or more of the 


SCHEYERN CROSSES 


offered as premiums for new subscriptions. 









By securing new subscriptions as a proof of your love and devo- 
tion to the Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, you at the same time 
earn one or more of the SCHEYERN CROSSES. ‘One cross is given 
as a premium for ONE new subscription; two crosses are given for 
TWO new subscriptions; three crosses are given for THREE new 
subscriptions, and so on. The Scheyern crosses which we are offer- 
ing only as premiums are a replica of the particle of the true Cross 
venerated at Scheyern, Germany; they have been touched and blessed 
with the relic, and also endowed with the Papal indulgence, so that 
on certain feasts a plenary indulgence may be gained. The crosses 
are 2 inches in length and are in the form of a Patriarchal cross — 
that is, they have two cross bars. An explanatory leaflet, containing 
a brief history of the crosses, together with prayers to be recited, 
is given with each cross. 





For THREE New Subscriptions 


We offer a handsome black genuine 
cocoa rosary on a durable silver-plated 
chain. A gift rosary which will delight 
anyone who is so fortunate as to receive it. 
The rosary will be enriched with the Brid- 
gettine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal 
indulgences. 


Now that the school year is opening we 
have decided to offer again our Child’s 
Prayer Book — JESUS IN THE HEARTS 
OF LITTLE CHILDREN — as a premium 
for three NEW subscriptions. This will 
make an ideal gift for children just start- 
ing to school, as well as for those more 
advanced. The prayer-book contains 160 
pages, with many attractive illustrations; bound in durable cloth. 
Colors: blue or rose. 





(Please mention premium desired.) 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





The Queen of the Holy Rosary 


Through the hands of St. Dominic, Mary gave to earth 
the precious gift of her Rosary. 














Tabernacle and Puratie’ 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 
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Live, Christ the King 


TANDING before Pilate, His hands bound as though a 
| criminal, silent, calm, majestic, Jesus awaited with Divine 
patience the outcome of the struggle between the waver- 
ing judge and the furious populace who were clamoring 
for His death. When bluntly accosted by Pilate with 
the question: “Art Thou a King?”- He answered: unhesi- 
tatingly, with that compelling majesty which no human 
effrontery could subdue: “Thou sayest that / am a King” 
(John xviii. 37). Yes, He was truly a King, — a King though His 
royal majesty was concealed beneath the mantle of ignominy, — a King 
though He forebore to display any exercise of His sovereignty. Then, 
as always, He was King by that right inseparable from His Divine 
Person, supreme Ruler of heaven and earth and of all creatures in them. 

How the angels must have blushed at the impudence of men when 
they cried out in fury:: “Away with Him! Crucify Him!” (John xix. 
15.) This same blasphemous cry has surged like a storm through the 
camps of Christ’s enemies down through the centuries. Today, too, 
it is the battle cry of the godless, — perhaps not in actual words, but 
by the still more telling cry of deeds. 
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But Christ’s solemn words: “I am a King,” have likewise resounded 
through the centuries, and have awakened throughout Christendom the 
answering cry: Live, Christ the King! In every age the followers of 
Christ have contemplated His glorious kingdom and have renounced 
the goods of this world to be worthy of their Leader and His celestial 
realm. Twelve apostles led the royal march. They were fighters im- 
bued with conquering power, filled with the spirit of their King, ready 
to die for their King. They were but twelve simple men, yet the love 
of Christ which inflamed their hearts enkindled a mighty sea of flame, 
whose leaping tongues of fire spread over the whole earth with the 
passing of the centuries. And so Christ the King has continued to reign, 
despite the continued furious onslaughts of His enemies. His soldiers 
are still fighting in all parts of the world. Still do they cast blood and 
life into the balance; still are they filled with the spirit of the King 
which animated the first Christians. The cry of the Mexican and 
Spanish martyrs of our day fearlessly going to their death is the same 
as that of the glorious martyrs of ancient Rome: Live, Christ the King! 


Christ’s Kingship, a Spiritual One 

The kingdom of Christ, however, is not a temporal kingdom. He 
Himself tells us so in His testimony before Pilate: “My kingdom is not 
of this world” (John xviii. 36). His is wholly a spiritual kingdom, 
a kingdom in the realm of souls. As God and Savior He is, indeed, 
also the King of the earthly domain of this world; in His sacred 
humanity He is the King of all nations. But He chooses to cede this 
power to earthly rulers. He refrains from exercising power as a tem- 
poral sovereign, and devotes Himself wholly to His spiritual reign. 

The spiritual kingship of Christ extends its dominion over the souls 
of men. Just as a temporal kingdom has for its object the promotion 
of the temporal good of its subjects, so a spiritual kingdom has for its 
object to lead the souls of men to their supernatural blessedness in God. 
And just as men are subject to earthly authority in their exterior opera- 
tions, so in their interior life, in their spiritual operations, in the exer- 
cise of their intellect and will, they are subject to the spiritual kingship 
of Christ. 

The kingship of Christ bespeaks the spiritual power of Christ over 
all the nations of the earth. It presents Christ as the supreme authority, 
to whom all men and all nations are subject in so far as their spiritual 
and moral life is concerned. Herein lies the most powerful significance - 
of the kingship of Christ for our present times. The grievous mistake 
made by governments during the past century has been an underesti- 
mation of the importance of the spiritual side of life. While endeavor- 
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ing to elevate earthly kingdoms, spiritual interests have been under- 
valued or ignored. Civil governments have guided the actions of men 
with increasingly numerous laws, but have made no provision for the 
guidance of souls. And yet there is nothing which has greater need of 
guidance than the souls of men; no kingdom — whether spiritual or 
temporal — can stand if the souls of its subjects are not properly 
guided and formed. 

The proper concept of right and justice, of unity and love, and of 
renunciation of private interests even in the national life, — the concept 
of peace as the most precious gift of nations and of war as their most 
deadly foe,— in short, all ideas which mould the affairs of mankind, 
must be cultivated, much more carefully than the earthly affairs of 
nations. But the leaders of many nations, alas, have set aside the 
kingship of Christ ordained by God for this purpose. In consequence, 
the true concepts of life have vanished because they were not fostered, 
and misfortune has overtaken these nations. 

No temporal kingdom can stand without being supplemented by 
the spiritual kingdom of Christ. Far from injuring the temporal king- 
dom, the spiritual kingdom is the most powerful shield, the most secure 
foundation of the temporal one. In the kingship of Christ the nations 
of the world find the supernatural spiritual authority which all peoples 
must recognize and from which the norms of world peace and world 
harmony must spring. 

Christ exercises His spiritual kingship through a spiritual society 
founded by Himself, namely, His Church. The first solemn act of the 
kingship of Christ was the sending of the Holy Ghost, that He might 
teach mankind all truth (John xvi. 13); for the principal mission of 
this spiritual kingdom is the service of truth. “I am a King,” Jesus 
declared, “for this was I born, and for this came I into the world, that 
I should give testimony to the truth” (John xviii. 37). Truth is the 
greatest force in the life of nations. It is the following of false ideas 
and false philosophies that leads both individuals and nations astray. 
The spiritual kingdom of Christ prepares the way for truth, — or rather, 
it presents truth as a bulwark upon which the temporal rule may be 
firmly founded. 

The second great mission of the kingdom of Christ is the service 
of love. Love is the great power which sustains mankind, —a power 
which requires constant and painstaking cultivation in order that it may 
not grow cold, “A new commandment I give unto you: that you love 
one another as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By 
this shall all men know that you are My disciples, if you have love 
one for another” (John xiii. 34, 35). Thus did Jesus signify the dis- 
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tinguishing mark of His spiritual subjects in His touching farewell 
discourse to His disciples. 

Through holy baptism we became members of the kingdom of 
Christ, children and heirs of the King. At the baptismal font the holy 
Cross, the royal sign of the King, was traced upon our forehead and 
our breast, that our thoughts and our affections might be ever in con- 
formity with those of our King. By confirmation we were made 
knights of the King; we were anointed as soldiers and made strong to 
battle for the holy kingdom of Christ, to give testimony to His truth 
and His love. At the Eucharistic Banquet we are permitted to sit as 
guests at the royal table of the King, to partake of the life-giving Bread 
of His Body and the all-purifying Wine of His Adorable Blood. At 
this royal Banquet the King sits at table with His servants; He gives 
Himself to His servants in order that His servants may imbibe the spirit 
of their King. For at this royal Banquet, above all, the servant receives 
that power which lies deepest in the spiritual kingdom of Christ — 
the power of love. It is here he is inflamed with holy zeal and is 
spurred on to acts of fervid love for the spreading of the kingdom 
of Christ. 

Such, then, is the spiritual kingdom of Christ... This spiritual 
kingdom is the leaven of all earthly kingdoms. Far from snatching 
the crown from the head of any earthly monarch, it rather safeguards 
his authority, it effects the spiritual preservation of his subjects, it 
guarantees peace and permanency to the kingdoms of earth. 


Seer eet seme cael 


Christ Must Reign! 





HE encyclical of Pope Pius XI on Atheistic Communism 
was solemnly and powerfully re-echoed by the Catholic 
world in the 5th International Congress of Christ the 
King held in Poland from June 25th to 29th this year. 
It was the first response of the united Catholic world to 
the summons of the common Father of Christendom, 
who in his declining years, with a vigor that is almost 

miraculous, still raises aloft the banner of Christ the King and exhorts 

all mankind to a united following of their Divine Leader. 

This year, for the first time, there was present at the Congress of 
Christ the King a Papal Legate — Cardinal Hlond, Primate of Poland. 
Further, there were present the Cardinals of Paris, Warsaw and Vienna, 
besides eighty archbishops and bishops, and prominent persons from 
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every country, so that the international character of the Congress was 
emphasized more than hitherto. 

The Congress was, as expressed by the Cardinal Legate in his clos- 
ing discourse, Catholic, international, great and impressive, as well as 
great-hearted and filled with the spirit of brotherhood. It shed new 
light upon the religious situation of the world. Greater and more 
important congresses will doubtless follow —a Eucharistic Congress 
and a Congress of Christ the King alternating with each other, year 





Thy Kingdom come, on earth as it is in heaven! 


by year — but this Congress has the distinction of having furnished a 
wealth of material to the Permanent Committee of Congresses for fur- 
ther development. 

The theme of the Congress was: The upbuilding of the Kingdom 
of Christ and the uprooting of godlessness. Between godless Com- 
munism and neopaganism on the one hand, and the Catholic Church 
on the other, there can be no compromise. Communism is atheism, 
and therefore it is in absolute opposition to Christianity. The one 
precludes the other. The world today is confronted by two alternatives: 
Christianity or atheism! The Church in our days has mighty problems 
to solve. “Her chief activity,” in the words of Father Ledit, S.J., “must 
be directed against Communism, and perhaps it is not assuming too 
much to say that a worse era of persecution lies within the range of 
possibility.” 

The time has come when every Catholic Christian must take his 
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stand; he may no longer sit idly by with folded hands and await 
developments; nor in comfortable inactivity await some wonderful 
intervention on the part of God, whilst he bewails with sighs and tears 
the evils of the times. 

The Congress of Christ the King in Poland proves that now at 
length concerted action is being taken; that the Catholics of the world 
have at last begun to realize that “in unity there is strength.” If the 
enemies of God and the Church band themselves together in interna- 
tional organizations, we Catholics may not stand idly by. A closer, 
more effective organization is an unconditional requirement of our 
times, in all those spheres in which we as Catholics are delinquent, 
such as the press, the theatre, the movie and the radio. 

Napoleon’s saying holds good also today: “If Catholics but knew 
what a power they represent, no person on earth would venture to 
attack them.” Hitherto our forces have been divided — not united; 
but the Congress movement will tend toward uniting the Catholics of 
the entire world into a “storm-brigade” which knows no other goal 
nor ambition than “Christ must reign!” 

Every good Catholic who has at heart the honor of his Heavenly 
Father and of his King and Savior Jesus Christ will joyfully co-operate 
in whatever way he can. “Yes,” writes a laborer, “the Catholics of the 
world must be thus united; then there is still hope of their not being 
crushed beneath the ‘Red’ roller which Satan is dragging over the world. 
Were I wealthy, my fortune should be placed entirely at the disposal 
(of the press). Unfortunately I can contribute but little, yet in a 
special way the matter requires also sacrifices. So from this day 
forward: all the sweat of my labors belongs to the kingdom of Christ. 
Gladly will I, for this intention, deny myself my one little glass of wine, 
tobacco in every form, and moving picture shows. And every day I 
shall offer a prayer for this intention before our little family altar!” 

Again, an elderly man writes: “Till the end of my days I will 
continue to co-operate and to pray for the work and to bear the 
infirmities of age for the intention that God may richly bless the work!” 

No one can say that he is unable to assist in crushing the godless 
movement and extending the reign of Christ. We all must contribute 
our share if we wish to prove ourselves true Catholics, Catholics to the 
core. May the pledge which the participants in the Polish Congress 
solemnly made before the memorial of Christ the King also be ours: 
“We solemnly promise that we shall make a reality the kingdom of 
Christ in our hearts, in our lives and in the life of the state, and that 
we will strive to permeate the culture of the world with the spirit of 
Christ and of His holy Gospel!” 
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A Precious Testament 





EAR to all the children of Mary is the Rosary month, 
with its thirty-one days of constant prayer and petition 
to the immaculate Queen of the holy Rosary, bringing 
down showers of benediction, spiritual succor and 
strength, courage and comfort. As Father Faber has 
so beautifully said: “The Holy Eucharist is the testa- 
ment of Jesus, while the Rosary is the testament of 

Mary.” As a precious testament, Holy Church has revered the Rosary 

devotion with love and gratitude, and has enhanced and enriched it 

with gems and treasures from her storehouse of indulgences. 

Inseparable from any consideration of the Rosary devotion is the 
thought of that beautiful practice— the “Rosary hour” kept in the 
home — that peaceful, happy hour when the members of the family 
gather together to address to Mary the most beautiful of prayers in her 
honor. A recent spiritual writer, speaking of the recitation of the 
Rosary in the home of one of his friends, says: “The Rosary hour was 
a peaceful hour, and it brought you all very near to God. The sound 
of the Rosary was sweet and beautiful also to those who, passing by 
the way, uncovered their heads in reverence, and felt they were treading 
upon sacred ground while still that music was in their ears.” 

There was a time when this practice was common among many 
Catholic families, but it is sad to know that now it has almost passed 
out of existence. There seems to be little place for God in the modern 
world, with its varied occupations and recreations. It is not that faith 
in God is forgotten, but that strong, living faith in God, that faith which 
should give Him an intimate part in the lives of Catholics, seems to 
be wanting. And yet it should not be so. One of the most potent 
means of bringing back a living, active faith in God is the recitation 
in common of the beautiful Rosary prayer by the members of Catholic 
families. 





A Figurative “Temple” 


The Rosary may be compared to a beautiful temple erected to the 
honor of the Most High. This temple, as is true of all temples, 
consists of the exterior framework, the interior decorations and furni- 
ture, and the sanctuary. 

We begin the erection of our temple — the Rosary devotion — with 
the recitation of the Creed, that sublime declaration of our holy Catholic 
Faith. Faith is the foundation, the exterior framework of our temple, 
into which we enter that we may be protected and shielded from outside 
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distractions and that we may the more readily attain to the contempla- 
tion of Divine mysteries. The Creed is prayed but once, for in the one, 
unshaken Faith which we profess, we should be well grounded once 
and for all and be at home, as it were, in our temple. 

Then follows the exercise of hope in the Our Father, which con- 
stitutes the interior furnishings of our holy temple, with all that is 
necessary for an orderly arrangement of our life of faith, and all that 
we need for a beautiful, harmonious relation with God, our neighbor 
and ourself. This, the seven petitions of the Our Father will obtain 
for us by making us more worthy in body and soul to prepare the 
highest and holiest portion of our temple —the interior sanctuary, 
which consists in the exercise of holy love. The Our Father is repeated 
oftener (five to fifteen times) because the sacred furnishings of our 
temple, the means by which we live, are exhausted more frequently and 
therefore need to be replenishd oftener. This is accomplishd by 
means of the filial hope with which we address our seven petitions to 
our good Father in heaven. 

The interior sanctuary, the exercise of our love of God, is formed 
by the consideration of the holy mysteries of our Redemption. For the 
sake of these mysteries, the temple with all its furnishings has been 
erected. Faith and hope enclose the most sacred sanctuary of the love 
of God. The holy mysteries of Divine love are presented to us by 
means of the Ave Maria as though enclosed in a precious vessel. The 
Blessed Virgin Mary is herself, in regard to the mysteries of our 
Redemption, the “spiritual vessel,” the “vessel of honor,” the “singular 
vessel of devotion.” She is the mediatrix of our Redemption and the 
mediatrix of our partaking of the fruits of the Redemption. The Ave 
Maria is repeated ten times at each mystery, or, so to say, an unlimited 
number of times, for “ten” stands for a number without limit. Simi- 
larly, without number and without end, the “Mother of beautiful love” 
wishes to present to us the mysteries of holy love for our constant 
contemplation. Love is the only one of the theological virtues which 
remains forever. Faith gives place to sight, and hope to possession, 
but love will continue for all eternity. 

Let us, then, often enter into the sacred temple of the Rosary 
devotion. With deepest reverence and gratitude, let us submerge our- 
selves in the abyss of Divine love and render our praise and thanks- 
giving to the Most Holy Trinity by the “Glory be to the Father,” that 
sublime prayer which Holy Church places upon the lips of her children 
as the most exalted hymn which may be sung to the glory of the 
Triune God. 

mhotope 


Tabernacle and Purgatory 171 


Under Mary’s Mantle 





MONG the most beautiful of pious practices in use among 
Catholic mothers since the earliest ages of the Church 
is that of dedicating their little ones to the holy Mother 
of God. Mothers of all times have realized that children 
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary will enjoy her 
special protection in soul and body, and countless in- 
stances have proved that such children have more easily 
preserved their innocence, or, having lost it, arrive more 

quickly at a true conversion. It has even been averred that such chil- 

dren will never be lost eternally, for the holy Mother of God will find 
ways and means of saving them. 

Venerable Anna Catherine Emmerich at one time assisted at the 
bedside of a saintly hermit who was dying. Though dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin at birth, he had 
led a profligate life in the ear- 
lier years of his youth, but 
three years before his death, 
being stricken with a fatal ill- 
ness, the Blessed Virgin herself 
had come and admonished him 
to change his manner of life at 
once. Heeding her exhortation, 
he had reformed his life, prac- 
ticed true penance and was now 
prepared to die a blessed death. 

There is no prescribed cere- 
mony for the dedication of a 
child to the Blessed Virgin. It 
may be accomplished quietly at 
home by a simple prayer to 
the holy Mother of God, during 
which an offering is made to 
Virgin most pure, I give to thee her of the little one. Or, to 
the lily of my chastity. solemnize the offering, as is en- 
tirely fitting, it may be made in church before an altar of the Blessed 

Virgin, or still more preferably, at one of her shrines. The offering 

consists in the dedication of the child to Mary as her property, with 

the plea that this good Mother may accept it as her own child, take it 
under her special protection and lead it to life everlasting. On their 
part, the parents should promise to bring up their child carefully and 
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to implant in its heart in tenderest years a fervent love for Mary. On 
the day of dedication, the parents may give an alms in honor of the 
Blessed Virgin, or perform some other good work. 

Even before their birth, many children are consecrated to the holy 
Mother of God, and this is a practice to be highly recommended to 
Christian mothers, for God delights to draw children to Himself from 
the very dawn of life. It is said that the mother of St. Aloysius was 
in great danger of losing her life at the time of his birth. She made 
a vow to go in pilgrimage to Loretto and to dedicate the child to the 
Blessed Virgin, if it would come into the world strong and healthy and 
her own life would be spared. The Blessed Virgin came to her assist- 
ance in a truly marvelous manner. It has also been recommended that 
before the birth of a child the mother pray nine Hail Marys each day 
in honor of Mary, to obtain her special assistance. 

Nothing should be dearer to the heart of a mother than the preser- 
vation of the purity and innocence of her children. The mother of 
St. Louis, the saintly King of France, often said to him that she would 
rather see him dead at her feet than ever to know that he had committed 
a mortal sin. The early consecration or dedication of a child to the 
Immaculate Virgin will do much toward preserving the child’s innocence 
and assisting it always to remain pure and holy in God’s sight. 

In connection with this thought of safeguarding the innocence of 
children, the matter of the early baptism of infants is of the utmost 
importance. A child that has become partaker of the grace of God 
through baptism bears within itself a treasure that is more precious 
than all gold and gems, more shining than the sun and more beautiful 
than all the beauty of earth. For, by baptism, it has become a child 
of God, still more, a tabernacle of God, for God dwells in the heart 
of that child. The angels surround, protect, guard and guide it, and 
especially does the Mother of God gaze with delight upon it and long 
to defend it from harm. So great is the grace of baptism that it can 
never be fathomed upon this earth. Therefore this initial, strengthening 
grace ought to be given to children in the early hours of their existence. 

This world is filled with dangers which threaten the innocence of 
children, and frequently it is the parents themselves who expose their 
little ones to these dangers, by allowing them to attend harmful plays 
and moving pictures, to read injurious books and to associate with 
children who have lost the precious pearl of innocence. It is especially 
when children begin to attend school that the dangers to their innocence 
become more grave. One single child can exert a harmful influence 
over an entire school and cause untold harm to the souls of the others. 
Frequently parents think that their children are angels of innocence 
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when they are already tainted by the poison of impurity. How neces- 
sary, then, is a higher protection, a more powerful intervention, espe- 
cially in our times when the forces of evil are directed particularly 
toward the young, and when so many children are being corrupted. 

Even the unbelieving Voltaire, who was given over entirely to god- 
lessness, once made the statement: “A pure youth is the most beautiful 
thing on earth.” And yet, how easily is the garment of innocence 
soiled, rent, and torn asunder entirely. These rents remain forever, 
and even a saint will not recover the original perfection of his state of 
innocence. A holy soul once beheld a contrite penitent after his death. 
The penitent wore a silver-white garment which was full of rents, but 
these rents were covered with gold and precious stones. The silver- 
white garment signified the pure garment of baptismal innocence, which 
had been rent again and again by evil habits. The gold and precious 
stones which partially covered but did not conceal the rents signified 
the works of penance which had been performed in expiation of past 
sins. The privileged soul understood by this that the precious robe of 
baptismal innocence and purity may be frequently rent, and though 
God in His goodness may devise a means of repairing the rents, yet 
they will remain visible throughout all eternity as witnesses of His 
all-embracing mercy and love, and the forgiveness of the offender. 

Moreover, purity and innocence have the blessing of God even in 
material matters in this life, while the contrary vices very often lead to 
adversity and misfortune. Innocence gives to a man a special measure 
of wisdom which keeps him from making serious mistakes and conducts 
him on the surest way to his eternal goal. Those who have been dedi- 
cated to the holy Mother of God have the great consolation of knowing 
that her intercession and powerful assistance will preserve them from 
many an unwary step which otherwise they might make. Doubtless it 
is only in eternity that we shall know the great number of souls who, 
in the midst of the world, surrounded by those who would rob them of 
their innocence, under the banner of Mary Immaculate have preserved 
their purity unstained. Mary will safeguard and protect her property, 
for as St. Bernard assures us, no one ever had recourse to her in vain. 
Therefore, we would urge all mothers of families to place their children 
under Mary's banner —to dedicate to her, even before their birth, the 
little ones confided to them by God, that thus she may take them under 
her special protection and lead them to life everlasting. The greatest 
means a mother can employ to make her children happy for time and 
eternity is to dedicate them to the Mother of God and to make her 
children, children of Mary. 

popope 
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Fight the Good Fight... 


VERY best gift and every perfect gift is from above, com- 
ing down from the Father of lights” (Jam. i. 17). So, 
too, the gift of faith. We cannot of ourselves assume 
this Divine virtue nor acquire it by our own efforts; it is 

a gift of God, infused into our soul in holy baptism. 

In the sacrament of confirmation we are strengthened by 

the Holy Ghost and anointed as soldiers of Christ, in 

order that we may the better defend this gift against the enemies of our 
salvation, fearlessly confess our faith before all the world, and faith- 
fully live in accordance with its precepts. But even the most valiant 
warrior at length grows weary and weak in a long-continued strife; 
even the greatest hero may be wounded in battle. For this reason God 
comes to our aid with the sacraments of penance and Holy Eucharist. 

Because every sin lessens the effects of Divine grace, the life of 
faith in us is also proportionately weakened. But the reverse is also 
true; for when the wounds are healed, as is done in the sacrament of 
penance, the life of faith is again renewed. But we must be on our 
guard, lest the fall become irreparable. After one has scattered seeds 
in the garden, weeds spring up of their own accord together with the 
good seed. They will do no harm if uprooted in good time; but if left 
to grow for weeks or even months, they will choke the good plants. One 
may, of course, plow up the entire plot and resow it, but this process 
cannot be repeated very often, for winter will set in and the time for 
seeding and harvesting will be past. 

Similarly, faith will thrive in the garden of the heart if one is 
careful to keep it well cultivated. But if one has permitted it to be 
choked by the weeds of sin, it cannot be replanted in the soul very 
often; for the winter of life will come and death will call a halt to the 
work. As our Lord Himself warns us, “The night cometh, when no man 
can work” (John ix. 4). Through the frequent reception of the sacra- 
ment of penance, the relaxed bond of love between God and the soul 
will again be tightened, and hope in eternal goods kept constantly alive. 
But where both of these theological virtues thrive, their inseparable 
companion — faith — will also be present. Confession is the most 
meritorious humiliation for the sinner, because God Himself has made 
it a duty. And the humble are assured of the grace of God, particularly 
the grace of faith, which is nothing else than an act of humility, a 
submission to the authority of the Most High. 

The renowned preacher and spiritual director, Father Ravignon, 
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was accustomed to say to the credulous souls who sought his advice: 
“Believe me, there is only one remedy for you. Kneel down there,” — 
pointing to the confessional. And this means proved so thorough and 
effective that afterwards there was no need of a lengthy explanation to 
clear away the condition of doubt. Do you, also, dear reader, follow 
this advice, and when the light of your faith threatens to burn low, 
humbly have recourse to the confessional and you will be able to ex- 
claim with a pious soul: “It was only the fog of evil which as night 
caused me to fear. When my sins are absolved, I come forth from the 
darkness.” 


The Faith-Strengthening Food of the Soul 


If, in addition, a Christian is frequently united with Jesus Christ 
in Holy Communion, he will become ever more firmly established in 
grace and more enlightened by faith, so that in him will be fulfilled the 
proverb: “But the path of the just, as a shining light, goeth forwards 
and increaseth even to perfect day” (Prov. iv. 18). For Holy Com- 
munion is the living Bread which gives supernatural life to man. “He 
that eateth this Bread shall live forever” (John vi. 58). He who ceases 
to take bodily nourishment must gradually starve. So also the life of 
faith is gradually extinguished in him who neglects to take this spiritual 
Food. The heavenly Bread renews the supernatural vital powers of the 
soul by the infusion of many and rich graces. It is a means of protec- 
tion against all corrupting influences which threaten the life of faith 
and affords a firm support to human frailty amid so many and great 
dangers to salvation. 

“He that eateth My Flesh and drinketh My Blood,” says our Divine 
Savior, “abideth in Me and I in him” (John vi. 57). Holy Communion 
is therefore truly what its name signifies: the union of the soul with 
Jesus Christ. He who worthily receives this life-giving Bread enters 
into an ever more intimate union with the God-man; all his thoughts 
and words become more and more conformed to the will of God, and 
his life of faith thereby becomes ever more and more confirmed and 
determined. 

Since Christ is the Head of the Church — that Mystical Body of 
which the faithful are members — so by becoming intimately united 
with Christ in Holy Communion, we also contract a closer union with 
the whole Church, in which “we are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. iii. 
28). Holy Communion is the strong bond which firmly unites all the 
members of the Church. This truth the Apostle Paul expresses thus: 
“For we, being many, are one bread, one body, all that partake of one 
bread” (1 Cor. x. 17). 
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Finally, he who is thus firmly united with the Church will stand 
fast in the faith which she proclaims. 

“At this royal Banquet of the Lamb, where the Christian is per- 
mitted to enter into the most intimate union with his God and Savior, 
he tastes and experiences the sweetness of the Lord, the peace and the 
joy of an interior life of union with God. From it he draws courage 
to overcome temptation. From it he imbibes a distaste and a disgust 
for the vanities of the world, as well as a holy joy and enthusiasm which 
knows no hindrance and which shrinks from no sacrifice where there is 
question of promoting the honor of God or the salvation of souls.” 
(Gihr.) 

The Fountain of Heroism 

The history of the Church confirms the fact that heroism in faith 
oftentimes had as its forerunner the frequent and worthy reception of 
Holy Communion. All the saints approached the Table of the Lord as 
frequently as possible. When the outbreak of a new persecution 
threatened, in which each Christian had to be prepared to give testimony 
to the faith of Christ with his blood, St. Cyprian urged upon the Chris- 
tians of Thebes, first of all, the daily reception of Holy Communion. 
“As there is a hard and fierce struggle before us,” he said, “the sol- 
diers of Christ must equip themselves for it by inviolable faith and 
fruitful virtue, considering that they daily drink the Chalice of the 
Blood of Christ in order that they in turn may be prepared to shed 
their own blood for Christ.” 

The daily reception of Holy Communion was considered so 
important and so necessary during the time of the early persecutions 
of the Church that a very extraordinary means was resorted to in order 
to place it at the disposal of the faithful when they could not assist 
at the Divine services because of the dangers which threatened. The 
Blessed Sacrament was given to them to take to their homes, wrapped 
in a small linen napkin or enclosed in a little vessel of silver or gold, 
so that they could by their own hands receive the Body and the Blood 
of Christ. — Can Holy Communion be less effective in the faith-threaten- 
ing dangers of our own times? 

Dear reader, if the spirit of the times would delude you, call to 
mind that beautiful day on which as a first communicant you knelt 
before the altar and promised before God and His Church ever faith- 
fully to preserve your Faith and to live in accordance with it. Carry 
now into execution the promise you then made, — “Fight the good 
fight of Faith” (1 Tim. vi. 12), and strengthen yourself for this holy 
task by the frequent and worthy reception of the holy sacraments of 
penance and Holy Eucharist. 
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The King of the Poor Souls 





ti] T THE yearly recurrence of the sublime feast of the 
Kingship of Christ, what Catholic heart does not dilate 
with joy and admiration at the contemplation of Jesus, 
the King of the world, the sovereign Ruler of all 
creation? By the union of the Divinity with His 
humanity, Christ Jesus is placed upon the topmost 
pinnacle of creation, even as He reigns supreme in the 
innermost sanctuary of the Divinity in the “heaven of heavens.” Yet 
there is another realm over which Jesus reigns as King — a kingdom 
which is rarely considered in connection with the sovereignty of Christ. 
Jesus is likewise the King of the poor souls — King in the realms of 
purgation which Divine mercy established in order to satisfy Divine 
love, and from which His subjects emerge purified, clothed in the 
“wedding garment” which entitles them to take their place forever at 
the table of His royal banquet in heaven. 

The souls of the departed fall into the hands of this King of all the 
living, who at death strips the soul of the covering with which it was 
clothed in life. Now the soul may unfold its wings and expand to its 
own sublime greatness. The gates of death lead it out of its imprison- 
ment into another, a new world, where it no longer views everything 
from the narrow viewpoint of the senses, but where it is flooded and 
surrounded by an ocean of light, of being and of infinity. Earthly 
greatness, majesty and genius fade in comparison with this new, this 
great and mighty existence. How unimportant is the egg after the 
young eagle has escaped from it and spread its wings in the sunlight! 
How shapeless the seed in comparison with the fragrant and beautiful 
blossom! 

What transpires in the soul when it thus becomes a mirror of 
another world? When it clearly perceives the responsibility of its free 
will as it appears before the judgment seat of the Divine holiness and 
perfection, to read from the face of Christ the eternal judgment of His 
pleasure or displeasure? Such an experience must indeed produce 
great and earnest souls, stripped of all things earthly and material. 
Their characteristic mark is a most profound consciousness of their 
assured eternal salvation, the eternal assurance of bliss which impresses 
upon them the seal of eternal peace, of never-ending gratitude. 

The souls which depart this life in the state of grace are at once 
immersed in immortality, inebriated with the glow of victory, the 
knowledge of having reached their goal, of having attained eternal 
blessedness. In their inmost depths resound melodies of victory; they 
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are filled with silent music, chords attuned to the song of eternal bliss, 
waiting to be touched by the hand of God, their Bridegroom. . . 

But God tarries; they must remain silent, and they know full well 
the reason, for they feel the weight of their own imperfection, the great, 
unpaid debt of their sins and shortcomings. Though they are not 
burdened by grievous sins, the duty of atoning for a careless and sinful 
life presses heavily upon them. Yet it is not the justice of God which 
lays this burden upon them; no, they themselves burn with a desire to 
atone, to wash away all stains and blemishes from their souls. There 
can be no blessedness for them until they have “rolled away the stone,” 
the debt of sin which presses upon them. They could not enjoy the 
bliss of heaven until atonement is made to their God, their Lord, whom 
they so often shamefully refused to serve. With the knowledge that 
they have attained eternal salvation, the consciousness of their own 
imperfection penetrates to their very interior and forces them to cry out: 
“How can we atone to Thee, O adorable Divine Goodness, whom we 
have so often betrayed and denied? How can we escape the gloomy 
shadow of our sins? Woe to us, what can we do?” 

What can they do? Ah, there is nothing to be done but to be 
annihilated, as it were, in the flames of suffering, and then to fly into 
the embrace of the Bridegroom from the purifying fires. Hence, every 
soul that is saved wishes for only this one good: to be purified of every 
stain so that with a burning love she may look into the eyes of Eternal 
Love. In the place of purgation, the cleansing flames are blended with 
the fire of a surpassing love — a violent desire to become Godlike; the 
souls that tarry there are filled with a sacrificial love and a magnani- 
mous desire for the purifying flames of suffering. 

And what shall we do, before whose eyes this Divine scene has 
been represented? we who in love honor the suffering souls of our 
brethren? They long for our assistance, for our sufferings, prayers and 
works of penance in their behalf. Oh, surely then we will not neglect 
to place a wreath of good works upon their graves. It is in our power 
to dispel the holy sadness which o’erspreads their countenances, to offer 
them the oil of gladness. Let us hasten to bring them the nuptial gar- 
ment, to place them in possession of their eternal crown. Let us knock 
at the portals of heaven, so that, bearing the palm of victory, they may 
gain entrance. One glimpse of the glory of their eternal home, one 
breath of eternal spring wafted to them through the open door, will 
loosen their tongues to sing the eternal canticle of bliss, will produce 
in them the eternally youthful and Divine life. Therefore, we must 
conclude that “it is a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, 
that they may be released from their sins” (2 Macc. xii. 46). 
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TuirD ARTICLE 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary 


i T LENGTH the sighs and prayers of the Patriarchs and 
Prophets were to be heard. Sweet mercy moved God to 
open the gates of heaven, closed for four thousand years, 
and to send down the long-promised Redeemer to deliver 
His people from the bondage of sin. Centuries earlier, 
the Prophet Isaias had foretold that the Redeemer would 
be born of a virgin. ‘‘Behold,” he said, ‘‘a virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and His name shall be called 
Emmanuel” (vii. 14). —Oh, unheard of prodigy! to 
become < mother and still remain a virgin! Solely to the Mother of 
God was reserved this unique and sublime prerogative. 

But to be worthy to bear the title of ‘‘Mother of God,’’ what must. 
have been the dignity, the sanctity and the glory of this Virgin! To 
approach so near to God, to be united with Him by bonds so intimate 
as those of mother and son, to share so wonderfully in the work of 
Redemption, — truly, special and exceptional graces were required on 
the part of her who was to be so favored. Ah, yes, favored indeed, 
and privileged beyond all conception of our weak human minds was. 
Mary, that incomparable and ever-blessed Virgin who was destined from 
all eternity to be the Mother of God. 


The Mother of the Redeemer 


The first step, humanly speaking, which God took in preparing to 
send the Redeemer, was the election, creation and preparation of her 
who was to be His Mother. Just as the Most Holy Trinity had from all 
eternity, in merciful love, decreed the incarnation of the Eternal Word 
for the Redemption of the world, so also the image of that exalted 
Virgin who was singled out to be the Mother of God was before Him 
from eternity. In this sense, Holy Church applies to Mary these words. 
concerning holy wisdom: ‘‘I came out of the mouth of the Most High, 
the first born before all creatures’’ (Ecclus. xxiv. 5). 
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Mary was, after Christ, the first chosen by God, not according to 
time, but according to dignity and elevation. God chose her from 
eternity for the dignity of Mother of God, and destined for her a 
measure of grace and glory proportioned to the sublimity of her dignity. 
And as Jesus and Mary were most intimately united during their 
earthly lives, so, too, they were most intimately united in the eternal 
councils of the Divinity. To Mary, as to Jesus, the Church applies those 
sublime passages of Holy Scripture which depict the life of the God-man 
as the Son of God and Eternal Wisdom, before the world’s creation: 
“The Lord possessed me in the beginning of His ways, before He made 
anything, from the beginning. I was set up from eternity, and of old, 
before the earth was made... When He prepared the heavens, I was 
present... forming all things, and was delighted every day, playing 
before Him at all times’’ (Prov. viii. 22, 23, 30). 

As Mary was the sweetest, purest and holiest creature that ever 
gladdened this earth, so also the thought of her as the future Mother 
of God was the joy of the Divine creative goodness from all eternity. 

Just as the Redeemer had been prepared for and typified in the 
Old Testament, so also was Mary, His Blessed Mother. It was she whom 
God promised to our first parents as the woman who would crush the 
head of the serpent (Gen. iii. 15). She was interwoven with the history 
of the Old Law by numerous types which foretold her virtues, her 
privileges, her graces, and her office toward the new people of God. 
The burning bush (Exod. iii. 2), Gideon’s fleece (Judg. vi. 37) and 
Aaron’s blossoming rod (Num. xvii. 8) were types of her Immaculate 
Conception. The seven-branched candlestick and the tabernacle were 
types of her rich treasures of grace. The Ark of the Covenant typified 
her priestly vocation as the medium of God’s real presence among His 
people. Not less brilliantly were her types unfolded among the noble 
women of Israel——_Sara, Rachel, Judith, and Esther, who revealed 
the virtues of the Mother of God and her position with regard to 
Christ’s kingdom. 

God’s Masterpiece 

How great likewise, must have been the holiness of the mother 
who was deemed worthy to bear the Virgin of virgins, the Queen of 
angels and saints, the spotless Bride of the Holy Ghost, the Mother 
of the Son of God! Fittingly did this noble mother bear the name of 
Anne, which means “grace,’’ for she was to give to the world Mary, 
the Mother of the Author of Divine grace. Similarly endowed with 
sublime gifts of holiness must have been St. Joachim, who was to enjoy 
the inestimable privilege of being the father of this chosen child of 
God. For twenty long years this noble and virtuous couple had implored 
God with burning sighs and tears for the blessing of a child. But, 
virtuous as they were, God wished to raise them to a state of still 
greater perfection in order to make them worthy to become the parents 
of the holy Mother of God. It was only after they had been purified 
by suffering, proved by humiliations and ripened to sublime holiness 
that God confided to them the child of grace who was to be the Mother 
of God and the joy and glory of mankind. 

Who can conceive the joy and jubilation of the angels and the 
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complacency of the Triune God, when Mary, the blessed child of St. 
Joachim and St. Anne, appeared at length upon earth, in all the beauty 
of her grace and purity? Her birthday was the bright dawn of the day 
of Redemption which dispelled the dark night of sin that had so long 
held the world enthralled. 

Let us, in spirit, gaze upon that beautiful babe whom St. Anne, in 
an ecstasy of joy, presses to her bosom. She is more pleasing in the 
eyes of God than all other created beings, for she is the true temple 
of God, the throne of the Most High, the royal palace of the Most 
Holy Trinity. The whole court of heaven bows down to her in homage 
and praise as to its future Queen... 

Even the natural qualities of the Blessed Virgin Mary were such 
as to make her worthy to become the Mother of God. Her body was 
noble in form, perfect in its strength and the grace of its proportions, 
so pure that Christ might share her blood, so beautiful that He might 
bear in His own features the stamp of her grace and comeliness. If 
God made the bodies of Adam and Eve so perfect, because He thought 
of Christ who was one day to assume their likeness, how much more 
perfect and beautiful must Mary’s body have been, from which He 
was actually to assume human nature. According to our human way 
of speaking, God exerted more care in forming the body of His most 
holy Mother than in creating all the celestial orbs and the whole 
universe. 

Never did any human being, except Christ our Lord in His sacred 
humanity, possess a more splendid intellect or a better and more har- 
monious disposition than Mary’s; for it was necessary that she should 
resemble our Savior in order to be a fitting companion for Him. Theo- 
logians hold that from the first moment of her existence she possessed 
the perfect use of the light of reason, corresponding to the gifts of 
grace which she had received. From her first instant in the womb of 
her mother, she was wiser, more prudent, more enlightened and more 
capable of comprehending God and all His works, than all other crea- 
tures have been or ever will be in eternity. Mary was a daughter of 
kings, a descendant of the royal house of David, and even in the natural 
order, the masterpiece of God's creation. 


Mary’s Sanctity 

But what of the order of grace! Ah, it was there the Divine 
Artificer wrought His most sublime and glorious creation (excepting 
only the most holy Soul of the God-man Himself). “It was fitting,” 
writes Cardinal Newman, “for His (God’s) honor and glory, that she 
who was the instrument of His bodily presence should first be a miracle 
of grace; it was fitting that she should triumph where Eve had failed, 
and should bruise the serpent’s head by the spotlessness of her sanctity.” 
All that the Father in His omnipotence, the Son in His wisdom and the 
Holy Spirit in His love were able to bestow upon a creature, They 
placed in the soul of Mary, so that in comparison with the brightness 
of this most glorious soul, all other beauty paled to insignificance. 

Our holy Catholic Faith teaches us that no stain of original sin 
sullied the immaculate soul of the Blessed Virgin. She alone, of all the 
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children of Adam, was exempted from the curse of that inherited sim 
which sets its seal upon the soul of every human child at its conception. 
“The Most Blessed Virgin Mary, at the very instant of her conception, 
by the singular grace and privilege of the omnipotent God, through the 
merits of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the human race, was preserved 
free from all stain of original sin.’’ Such is the infallible doctrine of 
the holy Catholic Church, defined by Pope Pius IX on December 8, 1854, 
in the presence of a great concourse of bishops assembled from all 
parts of Christendom. 

This special privilege Mary enjoyed through the prevenient grace 
of the Redemption; that is, although the Redemption had not yet been 
accomplished, God granted this grace to Mary in anticipation of the 
merits of His Divine Son. Perhaps the following quotation from St. 
Francis de Sales will render more clear the meaning of this statement. 
“He, first of all,’’ writes the saint (speaking of God the Son), “des- 
tined for His most holy Mother a favor worthy of the love of a Son, 
who being all wise, all mighty and all good, wished to prepare a Mother 
to His liking. And therefore He willed His Redemption to be applied 
to her after the manner of a preserving remedy, that the sin which was 
spreading from generation to generation should not reach her. She, 
then, was so excellently redeemed, that though when the time came, 
the torrent of original iniquity rushed to pour its unhappy waves over 
her conception with as much impetuosity as it had done on that of the 
other daughters of Adam, yet when it reached there it passed not be- 
yond, but stopped, as did anciently the Jordan in the time of Josue, 
and for the same respect. For this river held its stream in reverence 
for the passage of the Ark of Alliance; and original sin drew back its 
waters, revering and dreading the presence of the true Tabernacle of 
the eternal alliance. In this way, then, God turned away all captivity 
from His glorious Mother, giving her the blessing of both the states of 
human nature, since she had the innocence which the first Adam had 
lost, and enjoyed in an excellent sort the redemption acquired for her.’” 

The beginning and the foundation of Mary’s holiness was laid in 
her Immaculate Conception. By it she not only remained free from 
original sin, but also received the plenitude of sanctifying grace and 
all the gifts of grace, in a degree never granted to any other created 
being. Together with this gift she received also the gift of perseverance 
in the state of sinlessness, and freedom from all evil desires and incli- 
nations, so that, not only was she free from every taint of original sin, 
but also during her entire lifetime she was free from every taint of 
actual sin. No inclination to evil hindered her perfect correspondence 
with God’s grace, so that she advanced steadily, by giant strides, from 
virtue to virtue and from grace to grace. 

“Take it to be certain truth,’’ says the celebrated Father Segneri, 
“that the Blessed Virgin received more grace in the first instant of her 
Immaculate Conception than any other saint upon earth or seraph in 
heaven possessed at the end of time given them to merit.” 

The Immaculate Conception was the most glorious fruit and the 
most splendid victory of the Redemption, the first complete victory 
over Satan; for by it, Satan’s head was already crushed. But how 
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many, alas! reject the beautiful doctrine of the Immaculate Conception 
and seek to snatch from Mary’s virginal brow the shining diadem of 
spotless purity! Yet reason itself tells us that the soul of Mary must 
have been immaculate, for how could the Eternal Word, who is infinite 
purity and sanctity, have taken flesh and blood from a heart ever sullied 
by the slightest shade of sin? Such is the dazzling brilliance of the 
sanctity of God that a soul leaving this life with the slightest stain of 
sin cannot behold the Beatific Vision until the stain is removed. If 
such purity be required to behold God face to face, what unspeakable 
sanctity, what holy sinlessness, what pure immaculateness should beau- 
tify the soul of her who not only pressed to her bosom the Eternal 
Son of God, but clothed Him with the very flesh and supplied the very 
blood by which He redeemed the world? As faithful children of Mary, 
let us ever unite with Holy Church in her jubilant praises of the Mother 
of God when she sings: ‘‘Thou art all fair, O my love, and there is no 
spot in.thee” (Cant. iv. 7). ‘Thou art the glory of Jerusalem; thou 
art the joy of Israel; thou art the honor of our people’ (Judith xv. 10). 
(Office of the Immaculate Conception.) 


Mary’s Sanctity Increased by Her Co-operation with Grace 


The Blessed Virgin, then, began where others end, both in knowl- 
edge and in love of God. She was from the first clothed in sanctity, 
and during her entire lifetime was incessantly employed in meritorious 
acts, which continued till her last breath. Hers was, in truth, “the 
path of the just, which, as a shining light, goeth forward and increaseth 
even to perfect day” (Prov. iv. 18). ‘‘Though the grace bestowed upon 
her was so incomprehensibly great,’’ writes Cardinal Newman, ‘“‘do not 
therefore suppose, my brethren, that it excluded her co-operation. She, 
as we, was on her trial. She, as we, increased in grace. She, as we, 
merited the increase. She was not like some inanimate work of the 
Creator, made beautiful and glorious by the law of its being. She 
ended, not began, with her full perfection. She had a first grace and 
a second grace, and she gained the second from her use of the first. 
She was altogether a moral agent, as others; she advanced, as all saints 
do, from strength to strength, from height to height, so that at five 
years old she had merited what she had not merited at her birth, and 
at thirteen what she had not merited at five... It befitted the sanctity 
with which she was by that time beautiful, that she should be raised 
to the dignity of Mother of God... Hence you see that Our Lady’s 
glories-do not rest simply on her Maternity. That distinction is rather 
the crown of them. Unless she had been ‘full of grace,’ as the angel 
speaks, unless she had been predestinated to be the Queen of saints, 
unless she had merited more than all men and angels together, she 
would not have fitly been exalted to her unspeakable dignity.” 

In language simple yet sublime, a renowned spiritual writer of our 
own day thus extols the sublime dignity of Mary: — 

“Mary is, of all pure creatures, the one nearest to God, most like 
to Him; the one who received most from Him and who renders to Him 
the greatest glory. Together with the sacred humanity of our Lord, 
with which she is so intimately connected and from which she receives 
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all her reflected bright light, even as the moon takes its own from the 
sun, Mary is the only created world in which God has not suffered 
some disappointment... Mary is, after our Lord Jesus Christ, the most 
splendid revelation of God. Mary stands as the greatest manifestation 
of how far the power of God extends in the making of a pure creature 
like unto Him. 

“Can Divine Omnipotence, out of the whole ruined mass of a fallen 
race, preserve incorrupt and save beforehand, by a higher redemption, 
one single member to be used for the purpose of the future Redemption 
of the others? Mary is the reply.— Can Divine Omnipotence render 
a human creature not only immaculate in her conception, but, more- 
over, without in the least interfering with the free play of her will, 
impeccable? Mary is the reply.——-Can Divine Omnipotence raise a 
pure creature to the very confines or borderland, so to say, of the 
Godhead, so that she should become the true and natural Mother of 
God, and bring forth in her virgin flesh the Eternal Word of God? 
Mary is the reply. 

“Can Divine Omnipotence form a human heart so deep and so 
strong as to contain, on the one hand, more sorrow at some time of 
her earthly life than has ever been experienced by all angels and men, 
and, on the other hand, more joy -—— at least after her admission to the 
Beatific Vision — than will ever be imparted to all angels and saints 
together? Mary is the reply. For, indeed, Mary’s joys over her Divine 
Motherhood for ever will be as deep and sublime as heaven itself; and 
her compassion and sorrow over the Passion and Death of her Divine 
Son have been as vast as the ocean, says the prophet Jeremias... 

“More than anything else, Mary is to us a revelation of the most 
touching attribute of the Divine Essence, — its goodness — or, in other 
terms, its loving-kindness, and in Mary this revelation is brought within 
the grasp of our limited capacity. 

“God in Himself is far too much above us, too dazzling for our 
puny understanding; but now behold Mary, a creature even like our- 
selves —a woman the Virgin-Mother of His Son, bearing Him, a 
little Child, in her arms, and presenting Him to the loving adoration 
of the world. Can anything more sweet be imagined? Could any 
more touching demonstration of the loving-kindness of God be invented? 

“Above all, Mary expresses and puts in strong relief this peculiar 
aspect of the goodness, of the loving-kindness of God, —the Divine 
Mercy. It is not for nothing that her heart has been created so deep 
and wide: it was to embrace in her motherly love, together with her 
Divine Son, all that are Christ’s, both angels and men. More than 
the first Eve, Mary is the universal Mother, and bears a personal, provi- 
dential relation not only to each of the redeemed of her Divine Son, 
but also to each of the blessed pure spirits. This we shall see clearly 
when we come to heaven. Meanwhile, we believe it and praise the 
Divine Goodness. 

“She is the created pedestal of the Godhead. Upon that pedestal 
stands that seven-branched golden candlestick, the Light of the world, 
our Lord, from whom the nine choirs of angels and all the orders of 
the saints receive their illumination, in time and throughout eternity. 
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Only two virgins ever bore a son — namely, first and from all eternity, 
God the Father; and then, in time, Mary. Thus is Mary a certain 
revelation of God the Father, and of the Virginal Fecundity that 
characterizes Him. 

“The apostles have duly celebrated the immensity of the grace of 
Mary when they wrote in the Creed: ‘I believe in God the Father... 
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son... who was born of the Virgin 
Mary!’”” (“The Burning Bush,”’ by Dom Louismet, O.S.B.) 

To be continued 


As supplementary reading to this article we would, suggest the 
‘booklets included in the Blessed Virgin Library (see outside back cover), 
especially ‘“‘Mary, Mother of God.’’ Also: “Good St. Anne,” 5¢ each. 


seo 


Symbolism of Our Cover Design 





the beauty and splendor of the King of kings, who should be 

born of his race and family, sang of Him in prophetic strain: 
“Behold the Man, the Orient is His name; He shall sit and rule, and 
‘shall speak peace unto the Gentiles. He shall be called the Peaceful 
‘One, and His throne shall be established forever... And all kings of 
the earth shall adore Him, - all nations shall serve Him’’ (Vespers, 
Feast of the Kingship). 

As the Feast of the Kingship of Christ occurs in October, this 
prophecy of His royal reign has been carried out in the symbolism of 
‘our cover design. There we see depicted the regal throne whereon 
‘Christ reigns in all the glory and majesty of His Divinity, that throne 
whereon “‘The Lord shall sit a King forever” (Ps. xxviii. 10). And to 
indicate that it is Christ, Himself, who exercises from this throne His 
power as King, the monogram XP (an abbreviation of the Greek word 
Christos) has been placed in a halo of glory, surounded by those 
‘beautiful words, so expressive of His kingly dignity, which the Church 
sings in the Te Deum: “Tu Rex Gloriz Christe — Thou, O Christ, art 
the King of glory.” 

The rainbow encircling the entire design indicates that Jesus is 
the King of Peace, or, as David sang, He is the Peaceful One whose 
reign is not of fire and the sword, but of peace, that peace which He 
promised unto His followers, when He said: “‘My peace, I leave you, 
My peace I give unto you” (John xiv. 27). The clouds surrounding 
the throne indicate that Christ’s throne of majesty is above the clouds, 
that His kingdom is not an earthly one, as He Himself pointed out: ‘‘My 
‘kingdom is not of this world’’ (John xviii. 36). The inscription beneath 
the throne gives expression to those words of David quoted above: “And 
‘all kings of the earth shall adore Him, all nations shall serve Him,” 
‘and justly so, for He is indeed the “‘King of kings and Lord of Lords”’.. 
““To Him be glory and empire forever and ever’’ (Mass of the Kingship). 


D AVID, the royal singer of old, as though seeing in actual vision 


poet 
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As She Neared the Eternal Shore* 


Words uttered by St. Teresa of the Child Jesus during the last five months 
of her saintly life, faithfully recorded by her sister, Mother Agnes of Jesus. 
Many of these sayings are not recorded in the autobiography of the “Little 
Flower,” nor elsewhere. 





June 5, 1897 
O NOT be disturbed if you find me dead some morning. 
Papa (Papa le bon Dieu—as she sometimes called 
God the Father in her childlike way), would then simply 
have come to get me. It is certainly a great grace to 
receive the sacraments, but if our dear Lord does not 
allow it, it is good all the same... All is grace.” 


ir 


It may be truly said that St. Teresa did not belong to 
herself. For years she had wholly surrendered herself to Jesus. 
If the good God took her suddenly, unexpectedly, or after a long agony during 
which she would receive the holy sacraments and be supported by the prayers 
of her religious-sisters, it was the same to her. The compass of the Divine 
will was her guide, and it ever pointed to complete abandonment. “I will only 
what HE wills; IT IS WHAT HE DOES THAT I LOVE!” she once 
exclaimed. — What true virtue we would practice, what interior peace we would 
enjoy, how totally devoid of anxious planning would be our life, if we, too, 
could say; “It is WHAT HE DOES THAT I LOVE!” 

The aim of Sr. Teresa of the Child Jesus was perfection, holiness, union 
with God through love. She knew that the quickest, surest and safest way of 
attaining to this union with God, in this life, is by the complete fulfillment of 
His holy and adorable will. Though she held the holy sacraments of the Church 
in the highest esteem, she preferred the holy will of God even to the reception 
of Holy Viaticum. Total abandonment was her way of union with God. 
She loved God, so infinitely lovable, and she brought this love to the summit 
of perfection by the concord of her will with the Divine will, —a state of total 
abandonment which implies the highest form of sanctity. 

Little Teresa was but re-echoing the words of the favorite of the Sacred 
Heart, St. Gertrude, who, though she lived five centuries before the Carmelite 
of our times, was likewise an example of loving abandonment and boundless 
confidence in God. She, too, expressed willingness to die even on a journey 
if such were the holy will of God. The Canticle of Confidence which resounds 
in the heart of God's saints is the “Ecce ancilla” of the Blessed Virgin Mary: 
All that Thou willest, O my God, AS Thou willest, HOW Thou willest, 
WHEN Thou willest! Then, whether joy or sorrow be the portion of the 
soul from the paternal Goodness of God, it becomes, in the sweet words of 
Little Teresa: All... LOVE! 





June 6, 1897 
“I thank you for having asked that a particle of the Sacred Host 
be given me. I had difficulty in swallowing It even so. But how happy 





*This translation has been made expressly for ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatery.’’ 
Comments in small type are by Rev. B. 
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1 was to have our dear Lord in my heart! I wept as.on the day of my 


first Holy Communion.” 

So parched was her throat from continual fever, that it was difficult for 
‘her to swallow the Sacred Host. In the beginning of June, she was given 
only a particle of the Sacred Host, until August 16th, when her nausea became 
so great that from this date until September 30th, she was unable to partake 
of the Heavenly Manna. Few had hungered for the Bread of Angels like 
this seraphic soul, yet her will was ONE with God's. Amidst all these 
‘sufferings she was brave and resigned, even when she was deprived of receiving 
the Bridegroom of her soul in Holy Communion. The Holy Eucharist had ever 
been the strength of her victim-soul. For her It was not only sanctifying, 
‘but It became an act of immolation. The victim-soul of Teresa became one 
with the Immaculate Host on the altar; two Hosts, — Jesus and Teresa, offered 
.as one to the Eternal Father. Yet the last six weeks of her life, her communion 
was oneness with the Divine will; she became one with the Victim on Calvary, 
enduring His dereliction and abandonment rather than the delights of the Supper 
Room. Jesus taught her during those long weeks of privation of His 
Sacramental Presence that there is something higher, holier, even than the 
reception of His Sacred Body and Blood, —it is ONENESS with His Divine 
will. And when that adorable will deprives a soul of Sacramental Communion, 
‘her state of perfection is higher by surrender to His all-wise designs than by 
a want of resignation. Then He consummates in her the Communion of Love: 
.and of this, nothing can deprive a soul. To be continued 


Soho 
Our Lady Helps 


(This story is an account, in slightly altered form, of a favor recently re- 
ceived by one of our subscribers through the Rosary novena.) 





LONG weary day was drawing to its close. In one of the 
spacious rooms of St. Mary’s Hospital in the city of B., 
a frail, middle-aged woman lay tossing restlessly upon 
her pillows. No word had escaped her lips that day, 
save the oft-repeated “Hail Mary’’— the prayer which 
was constantly whispered as though addressed to some 
one more truly present to her than those who watched 
sadly by her bedside. She was suffering from some 
strange malady which had caused her to lose all interest 
in life, in her husband and the charming daughter upon 
‘whom she had always lavished her affection. 

At length the chaplain of the hospital arrived for his daily visit. 

His seemed the only voice capable of rousing Mrs. Newton from her 

state of reverie. At his approach, she opened her beautiful blue eyes 

as she said wistfully: “Ah, Father, I am glad you have come. I am so 
weary of life! —-so weary! Why must I continue to drag out this 
miserable existence?”’ 

“Oh, Mrs. Newton, did you but realize all there is to live for! 

Why just now I have come from my weekly visit to a Mrs. Purdue who 
lives out in one of the suburbs. She is one of the happiest persons I 
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have ever known, though she has more than her share of this world’s 
troubles. She is the mother of eight beautiful, healthy youngsters and 
there will soon be another little cherub added to the family circle. 
Just at present, though, there is a great cloud on the horizon. Her 
husband, who is a carpenter, has been practically out of work for the 
past four years. The brave mother has tried to help by letting some 
of her rooms, and though she has been able to provide the children 
with sufficient food, they have no funds on hand so that she can receive 
the care which will be necessary in about a month’s time. Yes, that 
good woman has her share of cares, but you could never meet a happier 
or more cheerful person.”’ 

Mrs. Newton remained silent while the priest was speaking, but as 
he finished, she said thoughtfully: ‘‘But Father, whatever will they do?” 

The priest answered: “Well, like you, Mrs. Purdue has a real 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin. For some days now, she has been 
making a novena of Rosaries, asking Mary that they may obtain the 
help they need. While the older children are at school, she and her 
little five-year-old daughter, Mary, pray two Rosaries together each day. 
The little one loves the devotion as much as does her mother, and 
understands the mysteries surprisingly well. Then in the evening the- 
entire family pray one Rosary together. That makes the complete. 
Rosary of fifteen decades each day for fifty-four days. Of course, that. 
is two Rosaries a day more than is required for the novena, but Mrs. 
Purdue has every confidence that if she is generous in her prayers the- 
holy Mother of God will not reject her pleadings.”’ 

“Oh, how I should like to help them!” exclaimed Mrs. Newton, 
her voice showing animation for the first time in many weeks and her- 
eyes alight with eagerness. ‘‘Now, Father, what could I do?” 


An Unexpected Visitor 

The same evening there was an evident air of anxiety in the modest. 
home of the Purdue family. After a meager supper, they had prayed 
the Rosary together with even more than the usual fervor. Then Mrs. 
Purdue told the children it was time for them to go to bed. The little- 
ones eagerly received the good-night kiss of both parents, and were soon 
peacefully slumbering. Then Mr. and Mrs. Purdue spoke quietly about. 
their domestic affairs. The good father, unable to secure employment 
of any kind, was filled with anxiety for the children’s welfare and for- 
that of his wife. Yet, confident that Mary would not fail to help them 
in their distress, the pious couple refused to yield to discouragement.. 
That night, just after she had fallen asleep, Mrs. Purdue dreamed that: 
someone came to their home and rang the door-bell insistently. On: 
going to the door, she found no one there, —- but on the door-step lay~ 
a small black rosary. Though she attached no importance to the dream,. 
it left her comforted and encouraged and she felt confident that,. 
through their Rosary novena, they would obtain the much needed‘ 
assistance. 

Nor were her expectations left unfulfilled. The very next day the: 
door-bell actually did ring, and as Mrs. Purdue answered it, she was; 
greeted by a stranger who introduced himself as Mr. Newton. He told 
her he had learned of their difficulties and had come to offer his assist-- 





Tabernacle and Purgatory 189 


ance. With a little prayer of thanksgiving to Mary, Mrs. Purdue invited 
the stranger into the modest little parlor. Mr. Newton explained that 
his wife, who was very ill in a hospital, had learned of the Purdué 
family through the hospital’s chaplain, Father S., and longing to lend 
some assistance, she had asked him to come to offer their help. Deeply 
touched, Mrs. Purdue told about their novena of Rosaries which was 
now almost completed, and of her dream the night before. What was 
her surprise when Mr. Newton drew from his pocket a small black 
rosary, identical to the one of her dream, and asked her whether this 
was the rosary. 

The confidence of Mrs. Purdue in the holy Mother of God was 
richly rewarded. Mr. Newton offered to assist the family in their 
financial difficulties, saying he was well able to take care of them, and 
it would give him great happiness to do so in honor of the Queen of 
the holy Rosary, for whom he had a true and tender devotion. On the 
day following, the Purdue household was overjoyed by the arrival of 
a generous supply of food and warm clothing for the little ones. 


Mary’s Twofold Answer 


A month passed. Mrs. Newton, with a renewed interest in life 
gained through contact with the Purdue family, was making wonderful 
progress on the road to recovery. Seated in a low rocking chair, her 
cheeks flushed and her eyes bright with animation, she could scarcely be 
identified with the pale, listless Mrs. Newton of a month before. It was 
Good Friday morning and she was awaiting the arrival of the chaplain 
to bring her word about her new friends. A quick step at the door 
announced his arrival, and as he entered the room he said triumphantly: 
“Well, Mrs. Newton, the Purdues have a new baby boy, and he is one of 
the finest little fellows I have ever seen. Mrs. Purdue tells me they 
are going to call him William after your husband, and that she hopes 
you or your daughter Mary will consent to act as his Godmother.” 

Some time later the kindly hospital chaplain was again making the 
rounds of his visits to the sick. As he entered the bright, cheerful 
room of Mrs. Newton, his heart was filled with happiness to see her 
bending over a small bit of humanity warmly wrapped in a blanket and 
sleeping peacefully in her arms. Not far distant sat Mrs. Purdue, her 
face radiant with joy. Mrs. Newton spoke eagerly: “O Father, do come 
quickly! Isn’t this the sweetest baby you have ever seen? How I 
shall miss him! You know Mrs. Purdue is leaving the hospital tomorrow 
to return home, and I shall be left alone. But it will not be long before 
I, too, shall depart. Ah, how good Our Lady has been to cure me 
mentally and physically, and to restore to me the joy of living, through 
this little babe and his mother!” 

“And how good to me, and to my family!” quickly responded Mrs. 
Purdue. ‘‘What would have become of us, had not Mr. and Mrs. Newton 
come to our assistance!” 

“Yes,’’ answered the priest, “truly your Rosaries and Mrs. Newton’s 
Hail Marys met at Our Lady’s throne, and she could not resist such an 
ardent plea. Thus it is ever with those who place themselves beneath 
the protecting mantle of that good Mother, and confide to her all their 
cares.”’ 
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Little Lovers’ League 





EAR little friends, there are so many beautiful feasts during 
October, we hardly know about which to speak to you. There 
is the feast of the Guardian Angels on the second, and we want 

to urge all our Little Lovers to celebrate it with special fervor. Try 
to make some little sacrifice on that day in honor of your dear Guardian 
Angel to show that you are thankful for all he does for you. You can 
never know, dear little friends, from what dangers your Guardian 
Angel has preserved you, but when you reach heaven, you will know 
what a good friend and protector he has been. 

Then there are two beautiful feasts of our Lord and Our Lady — 
the Kingship of Jesus on October 31, and the Feast of the Holy Rosary 
on October 7. We know it is not necessary to urge you to be very 
fervent in your devotion on those two days, because you will want to 
make Jesus the King of your hearts, and to show the Blessed Virgin 
that you are truly her children. 

There is also the feast of the Little Flower, the special patroness 
of the Eucharistic Handmaids, which comes on the third of this month. 
You all know how much St. Teresa liked 
to go to church, and that she would not let 
rain or unpleasant weather keep her from 
being present at Holy Mass and receiving 
Jesus in Holy Communion. This is a splen- 
did example for all Eucharistic Knights and 
Handmaids to imitate. If you do not live 
near a church, it may often be hard for you 
to make the sacrifice of going a long way 
when the weather is bad, but remember what 
the Little Flower did, and go anyway. Then 
you, too, may learn to love Jesus as much as she did. 

PRACTICE — During October, try to attend Holy Mass and receive 
Holy Communion at least three times on week days in honor of the 
Little Flower, and ask her to obtain for you a true love for Jesus and 
Mary. Also bring many little hidden sacrifices as she did. 

ASPIRATION — Dear Little Flower, teach me your “little way’”’ 
of love and sacrifice, that I may love Jesus as you did. 


Good News For You! 


Beginning with the month of October, we will have a contest each 
month perhaps for the rest of the school year. So many of our little 
friends have asked for contests, and we believe those we have planned 
will be interesting and helpful to you. This month, the one who writes 





St. Teresa of the Child Jesus 
(Feast — October 3d) 
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the best answer to the question ‘‘Which is the most necessary Sacrament 
and why?’’ will receive a prize. The answer should not be longer than 
thirty words. 

There will be only one prize given each month, so it will be a 
special honor to win it. We will also publish the names of those who 
write the five next best answers. For October, the prize will be a 
child’s rosary, in a color for a girl, or black for a boy. 

The contests will open on the first of each month and close on the 
last of the month. Be sure to give your age, when sending your answer. 

We hope all our dear little friends will take part in the contest, 
as that makes it so much more interesting. If you do not win a prize 
the first or second time, just keep on trying and it may be you will be 
the lucky one some other time. 


Mother’s Talks with Michael 


T IS quite a while since you have heard anything about “Mother’s 

Talks with Michael” as we did not have room to print it last month. 

We will now continue where we stopped before, when Michael’s 
mother was telling him about the sufferings which Jesus bore for our 
sins. Michael was sitting on his little chair close beside his mother, 
who held up before him a beautiful picture of Jesus at the Last Supper, 
and another of Jesus dying on the Cross. First she explained to Michael 
all about the Last Supper. This is what she told him: — 

“On the evening before His death, the day that we call Holy 
Thursday, when Jesus took His last meal — we call it the Last Supper — 
He did something very holy and wonderful. After the twelve Apostles 
had eaten with Him, Jesus took bread into His holy hands, offering it 
to the Heavenly Father and thanking Him for it; then He blessed the 
bread, broke it and gave it to His Apostles with the words: “Take and 
eat, this is My Body.’ The Apostles were very greatly surprised, be- 
cause this was now no longer ordinary bread but the holy Body of the 
Lord. There was also a goblet standing on the table which contained 
some wine. Then Jesus took the goblet which was in the form of a 
chalice, thanked His Heavenly Father, blessed the wine and gave it to 
the Apostles saying: “Take and drink ye all of this, for this is My 
Blood which will be shed for you.’ And after that there was no longer 
ordinary wine in the chalice, but the holy Blood of Jesus. This was the 
first Holy Mass and the first Holy Communion upon earth. 

“Then Jesus said to the Apostles, and through them to all priests 
of the whole world: ‘Do this in commemoration of Me.’ And for that 
reason all priests can now change bread and wine into the holy Body 
and Blood of Jesus, through the power of God. This miracle takes 
place in every Holy Mass.” 
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“O Mother, do tell me more; I like so much to hear about it.” 

“One of the twelve Apostles was named Judas. He was very bad 
and loved money more than he loved Jesus. At the Last Supper he 
received the holy Body and Blood of Jesus into his wicked heart. Then 
his guardian angel left him. And on that very evening, the unfortunate 
Judas betrayed Jesus into the hands of the Jews, that they might put 
Him to death. And when Jesus was taken a prisoner, all the Apostles 
became frightened and ran away, leaving Jesus alone in the hands of 
the Jews.” 

“Did Peter also run away?” “Yes, Michael, he also forsook 
Jesus, and because of his fright, he even swore that he did not know 
Jesus. But, oh, how bitterly he wept over his fault later on. Because 
he really loved Jesus very much and felt truly sorry that he had 
forsaken the good Master, Jesus readily forgave his great sin.” 

“And what happened to Judas?” “The wicked Judas did not love 
Jesus and instead of asking forgiveness for his sin, Judas hanged 
himself with a rope. Then the Jews took Jesus a prisoner and after 
making Him suffer many cruel tortures, they nailed Him to the Cross.” 

“Oh, poor Jesus!” exclaimed Michael. 

“Yes, and because Jesus died for us upon the Cross, every Cross 
must be looked upon as something holy. Whenever you see a Cross, 
you should bow your head and thank Jesus for having died on the 


Cross for you.” (To be continued) 
epopope 


Form of Bequest 


We would be deeply grateful to those who wish to remember our 
Convent in their wills, if they would use the following form: “I give, 
devise and bequeath to the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, 
Clyde, Missouri, a corporation organized and existing under the laws 
of the State of Missouri," etc. 
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St. Jude Thaddeus, Helper in Desperate Cases (Feast Oct. 28th) 
Send for our booklet containing sketch of his life, novena and 
other prayers. 10¢ each; reduction for quantities; postage extra. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
a et ee Sa 


Contents — October, 1937 


Live Christ the King — Christ Must Reign! —A Precious Testa- 
ment — Under Mary’s Mantle — Fight the Good Fight. ..— The King 
of the Poor Souls — Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith — As She 
Neared the Eternal Shore — Our Lady Helps — Little Lovers’ League— 
Mother’s Talks with Michael. 








Holiday Gift 
Suggestions 








Rosaries 


(When remittance accompanies the oraer, rosaries will be blessed with 
the Bridgettine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences.) 


Medium oval cocoa beads on securely fastened silver-plated chain, 








with nickel-bound cross. Length 18 inches ........................ $0.80 
Large cocoa beads on strong steel chain, especially suitable for 

elderly people; 26 inches including the cross ........................ 75 
Black oval cocoa beads on steel chain, with chain between beads, 

nickel-bound cross; length 24 inches -50 
Black cocoa beads, medium size, on steel chain ..........................-. 25 
Rosaries for children — small black cocoa beads on white metal 

chain .......... . .40 

white or colored beads .25 





Special Hand-made Rosaries; Strong and Durable 


Imitation of precious stone beads or imitation mother-of-pearl 
beads, sterling silver chain, cross and center; colors: blue, 


cream, green, pink or black cocoa .....................- $3.50 and $2.00 
Dark red or black cocoa beads on German silver chain, nickel- 
Rtn WOON oases tess $1.00 Gnd $1.25 





Imitation stone beads in colors on German silver chain; 17 inches 
colors: amber, amethyst, crystal, emerald, garnet, sapphire .90 
Crucifixes 
(When remittance accompanies the order, Crucifixes will be enriched 
with the Papal indulgence, the indulgences of the Stations and of the dying.) 
Real ebony Crucifix silver oxidized corpus; beveled edge; 7% in. $1.25 


Ebony Crucifix with plain edge, 8 in. $1.25; 6 in. .90 
Nickel-bound Crucifix 5 in. -50; 6 in. -60 
7 in. -80; 10 in. 1.50 

Prayer-books 


Golden Links — complete manual of prayers; size 2%x4% in. 347 
pages, small print; cloth binding 50¢; leather binding 80¢. 
Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — excellent child’s prayer-book. 
160 pages, 28 lovely pictures. Black, white, blue or rose cloth 
binding 50¢. Black or white leather binding, red under gold 

edge 75¢. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





The Blessed Virgin Library 


(9 booklets — 65 cents) 


Ns LL the booklets in this series present in an inspiring 
and practical manner the veneration of our Blessed 
Mother, and contain many beautiful prayers in her 
honor. Mary, the glorious Queen of IlIcaven, is 
seated at the right side of Jesus, who reigns as King 
of the heavenly hosts and who has made His beloved 
Mother the dispensatrix of all Ilis graces and favors. Order this 
library, and learn to I:now and love your Ileavenly Mother ever more. 
1. Devotion to Mary G6. The Rosary, My Treasure 
. Mary, Mother of God 7. Mary’s Seven Sorrows 
. Under Mary's Mantle 8. Devotion to the Mother of 
- Mary, Our. Mother Sorrows 
- De Monifort's Devotion to 9. Communion Devotions in 
Mary Union with Mary 


(Numbers 1 to 6, 10¢ each; 7,8 & 9, 5¢ each) 
Reduction for quantities; postage extra on all orders 
<< t— 


4 UR HEAVENLY COMPANIONS — a booklet 
which gives interesting and helpful instructions 
concerning the Guardian Angels and their mission 
toward the children of earth. It likewise contains 
many beautiful prayers, including the Proper of 

the Mass of the Angels and a Litany of the Angel Guardians. 


64 pages; 10 cents each. 
<— 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 
An ideal prayer-book for your child 
C HIS prayer-book was compiled by one who shared the 


Master’s love for little ones, and has been a favorite with 
boys and girls of all ages. It contains two Mass devotions, 
Confession and Communion prayers, Benediction devotions, 
the Stations, litanies, visits to the Blessed Sacrament, and 28 devo- 
tional pictures. Attractively bound as follows: — 
Biack pin American seal or white imitation leather, red-under-gold 
edge, 75¢. 
Black, white, blue or rose stiff cloth, 50¢; flexible cloth 30¢. 
Reduction on quantities of 25 or over. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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